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those who enter the Order 5 obedience, chastity, poverty, and
service to the Holy Land—that is, they must devote all their
energies to the conquest o£ the Holy Land, and, should God
permit its conquest, to the defence of the Holy Land."
Recruits were given the kiss of peace on their reception and
taught the Rule of the Temple, a Rule which had been sub-
mitted to the Church and approved by it. No more was
asked of any Templar, and whoever said otherwise was a liar
and an enemy of religion.
The Archbishop of Narbonne promised that this statement
would be forwarded to the Pope. He remarked that the
Templars seemed to think they should be treated like innocent
men, and he reminded them that the Pope had, in a Bull,
pronounced many of the charges to be definitely proved.
The request that the prisoners should be given the use of
the property of the Order was not for the commissioners to
consider. The commission was charged only to investigate
the accusations against the Order. The Templars could
depose in perfect security, and the gaolers would be specially
instructed to treat the prisoners humanely.
So far there had been only preliminary hearings to ascertain
which of the brethren would defend the Order, The trial
proper did not begin until Saturday, April i ith. It opened
in the Episcopal Hall of Paris. Most of the witnesses heard
in the first sessions had confessed to one or more of the
charges before the Inquisition, and de Boulogne again pro-
tested vigorously that it was manifestly unfair to produce
these confessions. The commissioners overruled the objec-
tion and decided that previous depositions should be read in
court. Witnesses would, however, be allowed to retract their
confessions if they wished.
Nearly all the witnesses brought before the commission in
the first few days were outsiders who testified against the
Order or Templars who adhered to previous confessions of
guilt. These witnesses were in effect the witnesses for the

